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Welcome to Muybridge in Translation.
This booklet is the culmination of

a community outreach project that set
out to introduce Kingston residents
to the work of pioneer photographer
Eadweard Muybridge.

On his death in 1904, Muybridge bequeathed
his photographic prints, collotype images and
the magnificent Zoopraxiscope machine and
discs to Kingston Museum. The Museum holds
one of the largest collections of Muybridge’s
work in the world,and aims to share this

unique and beaultiful collection with as many
people as possible.

Kingston upon Thames is a wonderfully
diverse borough with a rich mix of people

and cultures, heritage and histories. The idea
behind Muybridge in Translation is to make the
Muybridge collection more accessible to people
who live in Kingston and who would also like

to improve their English. Participants worked
with Lorraine Kabban, who teaches English

as a second language, to improve their written
and spoken English, whilst learning more about
Muybridge and his innovative work by creating
a multi-lingual guide to the Muybridge
Revolutions exhibition.

Over the course of five workshops
participants learned about Muybridge,

his work and his significance in the history
of moving image. The group visited Kingston
Archive where they met Museum Curator
Peta Cook and had rare access to some
of the items on show in the exhibition.
Finally the group visited the Eadweard
Muybridge exhibition at Tate Britain

to see more of his ground-breaking
photographic work.
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Each participant has written about

an object that is on display in Muybridge
Revolutions in their first language.
Then, with individual support from
Lorraine, they have also written

about the objects in English.

Everybody involved has enjoyed this
project. In the words of the participants:

“I have learned a lot
about Eadweard
Muybridge. My English
and spelling has improved
a lot”

“I am very happy to
share in this project”

“I do enjoy seeing the
discs in motion”

“I have enjoyed learning
how to express myself in
writing and meeting with
different ethnic groups”

“I have learned more
about Kingston and life
in Victorian times”
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Ramsey Chan:
Guatemala Church
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| was born in Hong Kong.

My family settled in Kingston in 1998.
My name is Ramsey Chan. My first
language is Cantonese.

I would like to learn and know
more about Kingston. | would also
like to share my knowledge with
others and particularly with other
Chinese people living here.

My chosen object is a glass plate with
a black and white photograph on it.

I like the picture on the plate

and | would like to learn about

the technology of producing it.

The picture makes me feel relaxed
when | look at it. The picture shows
eight Guatemalans standing in front
of a Spanish church. The front

wall of the church is very similar

to @a monument in Macau, which
was a Portuguese colony.

| was told the cloud with the
beautiful texture was transposed
from another picture. Muybridge
used this object as a slide for the
magic lantern projector.




Indu Kapoor:
Abe Edgington
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My chosen object is the image

of the horse called Abe Edginton.

| am fascinated by horses. | think they
are very useful animals, both in the
pastand in present times, as a means
of transport all over the world.

They are the only animals who

run fast, even when they are pulling

a vehicle, like the sulky in the picture.
In other words, they are unique.
Muybridge used horses as the
subject for his first experiments.

His invention made him very popular.
We respect Muybridge for showing
us moving pictures due to the horses.




Sushila Popat:
Monkey Climb
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My name is Sushila Popat and [ am

a housewife, my first language is
Gujarati. | decided to take part in this
project because it sounded interesting
and | wanted to improve my English.

My chosen object is Monkey Climb,
the disc showing monkeys climbing.
| chose this item because | like

the photographs of monkeys that
Muybridge has taken. It reminds
me of my childhood.

It shows monkeys climbing trees

and coconuts. It really looks fantastic.
Muybridge put the disc in his
Zoodpraxiscope to show the audience
life, movement and vision.




Kashi Dodia:
Elephant Walk

v (3l - siell siglul

WIZ AL slall sLlaL e9. ¢ s 9[3nil ¢9.
w13 e ol 8. A 2 MRS HLsHY
A etal Hie yAe 54 6. A g2l -l R
Yie 53O 51201 3 v 1l A 8. el
L2l H o 8. [g unl elell 2a3u
AURILL 9. g1l AS ML ElsU

QY. HISHly sHUAL 335 Gu g1l x4
uRlAlL slel dlul.

10

My name is Kashi Dodia. Itis called Ganesh God the son

[ am a Housewife. My first of Lord Shiva. Muybridge used his

language is Gujarati. Zoopraxiscope to work on analysing
animal and human motion by slowing

| wanted to know about Muybridge. :
| chose the elephant disc bgcauge life down.
| like elephants. It makes me feel
very nice because in Indian religion
they are considered as the lord

of dignity and success.
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John Pond:
Athletes Running - Race
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| am Chinese, from Hong Kong
and living in Kingston for about
ten years.

My name is John Pond and
my first language is Cantonese.

The Muybridge invention for

the first moving pictures is very
interesting and also affected today’s
movie developments. | chose the
racing men. The gestures of the
runners and spectators is very
active and interesting.

Itis full of movement and

gestures, not only on the athletes,
but the spectators as well. There is
lots of applause from the spectators
when the runner catches up with
the one in front of him.

Muybridge called this machine
a Zoopraxiscope (which comes
from the Greek words meaning
life, movement and vision).
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Emad Hatem Altaay:
Woman Dancing
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| am an artist, my name is Emad.
My first language is Arabic.

| wanted to take part because

| am very interested in the first
steps of inventing moving image,
photography and film.

| chose the disc with the dancer,

| chose this item because | think

it's different from the other items.

In this item many things are moving,
not just the dancer, like her clothes.

When | see it | feel that all the parts

of the dancer and her clothes are
moving and flying in space. He chose
the main character and then he chose
different movements for the same
character and painted it on the disc.
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Cecil Nhliziyo:
Horse Somersault

Zita rangu ndiCecil Nhliziyo. Mutauro
wangu wokutanga Chishona uye wechipiri
Chirungu. Ndinofarira kutaura mitauro
yakadai seChirungu uye mutauro wokuSpain.

Nyaya yaMuybridge yakandiorora

chaizvo. Ndinoda kunyatsoziva zvimwe
nezvezvigadzirwa zvaanofunga, zvikuru
Zoopraxiscope — kuti akabatanidza sei
pfungwa dzake uye mazano kuti afunge izvi.

Ndakasarudza mukwikwidzi ari kuita mhindigori
arl pamusana webhiza. Zvinonakidza kuona vhiri
racho richitenderera. Pamavhiri ose ir1 ndiro
rinondiorora pamusaka pomurume akamira
pamusana webhiza. Ndichisionekwi. Zvinoita
ndinzwe sokuti mujahwo chaiwo uri kuitwa
munhandare yemabhiza.

Vhiri racho rakatenderera, rakaita

serekodhi kana vhiri remota, riitne mabhiza

arl mumavara akasiyana-siyana nechokumucheto
waro. Akashandisa izvi kuratidza kuti mabhiza
anomhanya sei makumbo awo ose mana

ari mudenga, panguva imwechete. Zvose
zvigadzirwa zvaakafunga zvinoratidza kuti aiva
nyanzvi yezvakasiyana-siyana muzvakattkomberedza
uye pakuita mifananidzo.
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My name is Cecil Nhliziyo.

My first language is Shona and
my second language is English.
| do enjoy speaking languages
such as English and Spanish.

The Muybridge story fascinated

me extensively. | am so keen to know
more about his inventions, specifically
the invention of the Zodpraxiscope —
how he combined his imagination

and ideas to invent it.

| chose the athlete doing
somersaults on horseback. It is so
exciting to see the disc in motion.
Of all the discs it looked to me quite
outstanding because of the man
standing on horseback. Itis a rare
feature. It makes me feel as if itis
areal horserace on a r acing track.

The disc is round, it looks like
arecord or a wheel for a vehicle, with
colourful horses around the edge.

He used this item to demonstrate

how horses in motion could run with
all their four hooves off the ground

at the same time. His entire inventions
do manifest that he was a versatile
inventor in landscape and photography.
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Shanta Kothari:
Elephant Walk
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My name is Shanta Kothari and
I'm a Housewife. My first language
is Gujarati.l joined this project
because | wanted to know more
about Muybridge.

| chose the elephant disc because

in the Hindu religion we worship
Ganesha and the elephant disc
reminds me of Ganesha. They used to
make jewellery out of elephant tusks.

The Story of Ganesha

This story is about Lord Ganesha'’s
birth and how he gets the head of an
elephant. Once upon a time, Parvati
was going to take a bath, and before
going she made a boy out of the dirt
from her body to guard the entrance
of her house. She asked him not

to allow anyone inside.

After saying this, she went inside

to take her bath. Lord Shiva came
himself to meet his consort and he
was quite thirsty. Ganesha stopped
him at the door as he was unable to
recognise his father Lord Shiva. Lord
Ganesha was beheaded by Shiva,
who took him as an outsider, when
Ganesha was trying to defend his
mother’s bath.

When Parvati came to know

about this she persuaded Shiva

to restore Ganesha to life. Shiva
ordered his servants to bring the
head of any creature that they come
across first. An elephant, the wisest
of animals, appeared and became
the spontaneous donor in the head
transplant of Ganesha. Shiva
attached the head of the elephant
to the torso of Ganesha.

After looking at the child, Parvati
asked Shiva “Who will consider this
a god with the head of an elephant?”

Understanding Parvati’s viewpoint,
Shiva blessed the child Ganesha
that he will be the Lord of beginning,
and people will worship him first,
before any other god in any kind of
undertaking. He ordained that the
annual worship of Ganesha should
take place on the fourth day of the
bright half of Bhadraparda (August-
September).

Today in many countries they
pray to Ganesha first always.
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Lewis Kwan:
Athletes Running - Race
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| am Lewis Kwan (age 58),

| am Chinese and | retired in 2008.

[ live in Kingston upon Thames.
My first language is Cantonese.

| want to know more about
Muybridge, the magnificent
photographer and inventor.
My chosen object is one

of Muybridge’s photo discs.
This very important invention
shows the result of his artistic
and photographic expression.

g

The disc is compiled with art and
colour, rendering art and technology.
Muybridge used the discs to show
his unique invention worldwide.
Many creations and inventions
followed his disc concept.
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With thanks to:

Cecil Nhliziyo
Emad Hatem Altaay
Indu Kapoor

John Pond

Kashi Dodia

Lewis Kwan
Ramsey Chan
Shanta Kothari
Sushila Popat

Lorraine Kabban ESOL Tutor

Nighat Taimuri Senior Community
Development Co-ordinator

for Marginalised Groups

Heather Knight Refugee Action Kingston

Ben Byford Graphic Design with Adam Loxley
Language Connect

Kingston Interpretation Service
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